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. That some such scheme was used for
earlier dates is suggested by the use of the term “5-itu” in several
early eclipse reports, since the term can only refer to the interval
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20 SAROS CYCLE DATES

between eclipse possibilities.” The term is found in the following
list of eclipse reports, where “EP-1" indicates that the ftve-month
interval occurred 1 EP earlier than in our texts. In each case it cor-
rectly denotes the boundary between groups as evidenced in
Table 5, whether an eclipse was visible or not. This suggests the
existence of some scheme similar to that of our texts, but reflecting
the actual distribution of eclipses in the earlier period.

Lunar Eclipse Reports with “5-itu”

Date SC:EP Visible? “5-itu” Reference
—746:Feb 6 0:31 Yes EP-1 LBAT 1413
- 685:Apr 22 4: § Yes EP-1 LBAT 1416
- 667:May 2 5: 8 No EP-1 LBAT 1416
~649:May 13 6: 8 Yes? EP-1  LBAT 1416
—631:Jun 4 7.8 Yes EP-1 LBAT 1416
—59R:Feb 19 9: 1 Yes EP LBAT 1420*
-591:Apr 2 9:16 Yes EP-1 LBAT 1420*
—588:Jul - 9:23 No EP-1 LBAT 1420*
—577:Jun - 10: 8 No EP-1 LBAT 1420*
-526:Apr - 13: 1 No EP B.M. 37276*
-422:Aug - 18:31 No EP-1 LBAT 1426
* = unpublished

The earliest use of the term “5-itu” to designate the beginning
of a new group of eclipse possibilities occurs in the report of the
eclipse of ~746:Feb 6. This eclipse was the first in Nabonassar’s
reign and is the earliest detailed eclipse report which we have
from Babylon.®

17 While theoretically possible, eclipses separated by five months are seldom, if ever,
observed and eclipses separated by eleven months are rare. In the 500 odd years covered
by Table 5 there is only one instance of two eclipses separated by five months which might
have been visible in Babylon (EP 16 & 17; SC 21). The first of these had a magnitude of
only-0.19, while the second was only marginally visible, if at alf, before sunrise.

¥ The eclipse occurred in month XII of the accession year of Nabonassar (i.e., at EP 31;
SC 0} and begins a series of consecutive eclipse reports covering at least Group V of SC 0.
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